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shots at them.” This plan was carried out in all its details and
their scalps were taken to the village.

The news of this deed gave rise to many mutterings, cries,
and lamentations ; because Pémoussa, who had married a Kika-
pou woman, had a great many relatives or kindred amongst that
nation. This led the thirty Illinois who had just arrived to
fear that they would be killed to avenge the death of Pémoussa.
And yet they had come with presents; they had brought back
a Kikapou woman and two children whom they had captured.
They left at night and were escorted back; both sides parted
good friends and the Kikapous were invited to go, in the Spring,
to the Illinois who were well disposed to receive them.

The warriors who had killed Pémoussa re-entered the village
on the following day, but very quietly and without ceremony to
avoid reviving the sorrow of Pémoussa’s relatives.

On March 1 (1729), the ice disappeared and the Mississipi
became navigable to the great satisfaction of all the French
who awaited only that moment to withdraw. The Kikapous
invited the Father and myself to a great assembly: ‘“Here,”
said they, “are two roads: one leading to Montreal and the other
to the Illinois. Tell us which one we should choose.” “You
must,” said I, “go to the Illinois and conclude a lasting peace
with them, so that the Illinois may no longer doubt your sincer-
ity ; you must offer them the sealps of the Renards.” Our chiefs
approved my idea and I was delighted to have contributed
towards obtaining so desirable a peace, for the French and
Illinois had no more dangerous foes than the Kikapous and
Mascoutins, who killed their people up to the very doors of
their village.

Reverend Father Guignas left some days before T did, ae-
companied by two mascoutin chiefs; and he promised to await
me on the road. T started on March 7, with two French canoes
and seven Kikapou pirogues. On the twelfth we reached the
river of the Illinois; and three days afterwards, 80 Illinois
pirogues with their families and provisions advanced to meet
us. Two young Illinois, adorned with many ornaments, came
with their calumets lighted to make the Kikapou chiefs smoke.
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